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Attachment 1 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
BACKGROUND  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Numerous cities in Oregon are dealing with high densities of urban deer. The 
deer are protected within the city and rarely leave.  Urban deer can reach 
numbers that cause a variety of problems, from damage to gardens to 
automobile accidents on residential streets, and may attract predators such as 
cougar that prey on deer.  Many cities have tried to find means to reduce deer 
numbers by addressing some of the issues, such as educating residents on 
problems with feeding wildlife, and even making it illegal for residents to 
feed or attract wildlife.  However, many people enjoy having deer in their 
neighborhoods and reducing or controlling deer numbers is polarizing.  
Many cities have been unable to realistically reduce deer numbers. 
 
City residents often call the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(Department), Oregon State Police (OSP), local law enforcement and city 
leaders to help them deal with damage, health and safety concerns, and 
collision issues.  Because of the many private properties and differences of 
opinion of residents about what can be done, resolving these issues requires 
community agreement.  
 
The 2017 Oregon Legislative Assembly passed Senate Bill 373, which 
directed development of a pilot program for urban deer population control 
that would allow cities to take deer for the purpose of reducing deer 
population levels.  This pilot program must be available for issuance by 
January 1, 2019. 
 
This pilot program, dependent on a city gaining support of its residents, 
provides an opportunity for cities to take deer within urban boundaries and 
reduce populations in response to public nuisance as defined in OAR 
498.012 Taking wildlife causing damage, posing public health risk or that is 
public nuisance. The Department acts as a contact and issues kill permits 
necessary to take deer. 
 
The 2017 Oregon Legislative Assembly directed development of a pilot 
program for urban deer population control that would allow cities to take 
deer for the purpose of reducing deer population levels.  This pilot program 
must be available for issuance by January 1, 2019. 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A small working group including various Department staff met to develop 
recommendations for rule development.  Participants had experience in 
wildlife management and development of administrative processes.  The goal 
of the group was to develop rules that would effectively allow a city to 
reduce deer numbers, while following the guidance provided in Senate Bill 
373. 
 
Existing rules were reviewed and the capacity of current Department and 
OSP programs were also considered in developing the proposed rules.  
 
Information on the urban deer population control pilot program issue was 
included as part of the materials for the twenty public meetings held 
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throughout the state in July.  Department staff met with representatives 
and law enforcement staff from the cities of Burns and Hines to review  
the proposed rules and collect feedback.  Department staff also consulted 
and shared the draft rules with Oregon Food Bank and the Oregon League 
of Cities for comments and concerns.  
 
Interested parties may also provide comments at the Oregon Fish and 
Wildlife Commission (Commission) Meeting. 
 

ISSUE 1 
 

How to implement a pilot program to address urban deer populations 
that would allow cities to take deer for the purpose of reducing deer 
population levels. 

 
ANALYSIS 
 

 
The 2017 Oregon Legislative Assembly directed the Commission to adopt 
rules and develop a pilot program for urban deer population control that 
would allow cities to take deer for the purpose of reducing deer population 
levels.  The purpose of the pilot program is to assist cities with reducing deer 
numbers that are causing public nuisance, safety concerns, and damage to 
property.  The statute directs the rules to, prescribe the means and manner by 
which deer may be taken, ensure edible portions of any deer taken are 
distributed for human consumption, provide direction as to what should 
happen to the hides and antlers of deer taken, determine the number of deer 
to be taken, and advise cities what restrictions need to be in place prior to 
implementing the pilot program.   
 
The statute specifically requires any city that wants to participate in this pilot 
program to first pass, by ordinance, restrictions on placing, depositing, 
distributing, storing or scattering food, garbage or any other attractant so as 
to knowingly constitute a lure, attractant or enticement for deer.  
Additionally, the city must pass an ordinance, resolution or order declaring 
that deer populations have risen to levels that constitute a public nuisance, 
allowing the city to petition the Department for assistance in reducing deer 
population levels within city limits. 
 
The next step is for the Department to make a determination as to whether 
the deer population constitutes a public nuisance in the petitioning city.  If 
that determination is made, the Department is proposing to issue kill permits 
to the city.  
  
The cities will then need to determine areas within city limits where deer are 
to be taken, designate an agent with appropriate authorities to take deer, and 
designate the manner of taking deer following the adopted Oregon 
Administrative Rules governing the pilot program.  
 
When a deer is taken under this program, the agent must immediately 
report the taking to the Department or a person authorized to enforce the 
wildlife laws.  At a minimum, the reported information must include: 

(a) Name and phone number of the person reporting the take; 
(b) The permit number; 

      (c) Number and sex of animals taken (including antler points if bucks 
are taken); 
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(d) Location/address where take occurred; 
(e) Time of take; 
(f) Destination of carcasses. 
(g) Status of biological samples (if requested to take samples). 

  
Additionally, any deer taken under this program, to the extent feasible, 
shall be salvaged and delivered to a “food bank or other charitable 
organization” as defined in ORS 315.154 for distribution.  Any processing 
and distribution fees shall be at the expense of the city.  The Department 
and the Commission are not liable for any loss or damages arising out of 
the recovery, possession, transportation or consumption of deer pursuant 
to a permit.  The city may sell hides and antlers from deer taken under this 
program within thirty days of take to persons licensed under ORS 498.019 
to offset the cost of the program.  Antlers not sold must be surrendered to 
the Department within forty-five days of take.  Antler sales must comply 
with 635-200-0050(4). 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Adopt staff recommendations 
2. Amend staff recommendations 
 
 

 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Option 1. 

 
 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

  I move to adopt OAR Chapter 635, Division 043 as proposed by staff. 

 01/01/2019 
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